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INTRODUCTION

This publication summarizes the responses of the State University of New York
constituent institutions to the 1991 Attrition/Retention Survey (91-10) administered by the
Central Office of Institutional Research. There have not been any changes in the detail
of the data reported since the last publication (Report Number 4-82). SUNY Central has
the capacity to develop an institution’s attrition and retention survey data from the Student
Data File (SDF) and the Automated Degree File (ADF) tapes submitted by the campus.
So if an institution has participated in the SDF and the ADF the requisite number of years,
responses to the attrition and retention survey are generated centrally from data prepared
and transmitted locally by the campus.

The significant factors in the development of a student’s academic career and
plans are varied and diverse; consequently, there are innumerable questions that may be
asked regarding student retention and aftrition. These questions are increasingly
important to academic and fiscal planning and evaluation. Any study which involves the
tracking of individuals over a period of time tends to be time-consuming and complex.
Because of the desirability of designing a study that would yield significant information
and still be capable of execution in a reasonable period of time, the questions formulated
for purposes of this study have been restricted to those which could be answerec by an
examination of permanent records and transcripts. Within these restrictions, this study
was designed to answer soi:e fundamental questions of the groups examined, e.g., how
many received awards and how many did not? Of those that received an award, when
was the award received in terms of typical two-year or four-year expectations? Of those
that did not receive an award, how many were still enrolled? In the case of associate
degree programs, how many of those who received an award or did not receive an awarri
and were no longer attending, transferred to another college? More detailed information
on the design and assumptions of the study are found in the section titled "Methodology".

The data presented in this report were collected as of the fall 1991 semester and
include the following groups of students:

(a) six cohorts of full-time, first-time students in baccalaureate degree programs
(fall 1985 - fall 1990), inciuding racial/ethnic detail for the 1985 cohort;

(b) six cohcirts of full-time, transfer students in baccalaureate degree programs
(fall 1985 - fall 1990), including racial/ethnic detail for the 1985 cohort;

(c) one cohort of full-time, first-time postsecondary opportunity students by race
and ethnicity enrolled in a baccalaureate degree program (fall 1985);

(d) three cohorts of full-time, first-time students in associate degree programs
(fall 1987 - fall 1989), including racial/ethnic detail for the 1987 cohort;

(e) three cohorts of fuli-time, transfer students in associate degree programs
(fall 1987 - fall 1989);

(f) one cohort of full-time, first-time postsecondary opportunity students by race
and ethnicity enrolled in an associate degree program (fall 1987).
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By incorporating several cohorts, attrition and retention rates may be examined
without having to wait a fuli five or six years for baccalaureate cohorts or a full three or
four years for associate cohorts. Racial/ethnic detail are provided for the following
groups of students: White, Non-Hispanic; Black, Non-Hispanic; Hispanic; Asian and
Pacific Islander; Native American and Alaskan Native and Non-Resident Aliens.

FORMAT OF THE ATTRITION AND RETENTION REPORT

This report is organized into four parts. Part One provides attrition, retention and
graduation information for the following students enrolled in a SUNY Baccalaureate
Degree Prcgram:

Full-time, first-time students entering in fall 1985 through fall 1990;

Full-time, first-time students entering in fall 1985 by race and ethnicity;

Full-time, first-time opportunity students entering in fall 1885 by race/ethnicity;

Full-time, transfer students in entering in fall 1985 through fali 1990 and

Full-time, upper and lower division transfers entering in fall 1985 by race/ethnicity.

Part Two contains similar information for students enrolied in a SUNY Associate Degree
Program. Part Three includes baccalaureate trend data for the State University of New
York institutions as of the fall 1991 semester for full-time, first-time students, classes of fall
1977 thrc:gh fall 1990. Part Four provides associate trend information for full-time, first-
time students, classes of fall 1977 through fall 1991. All tables include headcount and
percentage data from a SUNY system perspective, by institutional type and by campus.
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METHODOLOGY

The problem of "measuring” student attrition and retention in an instructional
program is complicated by a number of factors some technical and some conceptuali.
Among the latter is the fundamental problem of defining the concept of attrition in an
operationally significant manner. Regardless of its original meaning, the term ’attrition’ as
it is used within the context of higher education involves the concept of failure to achieve
some goal or objective. It would, consequently, be improper to include within attrition
figures a student who entered an undergraduate college and completed only one year of
study if that student had no commitment to a program of study leading to a formal
degree, or no commitment to a specific goal which was not achieved.

The basic approach utilized in this study was a cohort survival analysis, i.e., to
identify, each fall, a group of full-time students enrolled in a degree program and to arrive
at attrition/retention information by tracking the same cohort through the institution over
time. The reason for selecting a cohort of full-time students enrolled in a degree program
was that they, by virtue of their enrollment, expressed a commitment to definable
objectives. Specifically, they were committed to (i) full-time study and (i) attaining a
degree. This study is organized so as to provide information regarding the relative
success of the cohort in achieving their goals.

The study examines: (i) those students enrolled in baccalaureate degree programs,
and (ii) those students enrolled in associate degree programs. lf comparisons are made
between the two cohorts, a word of caution is advisable. It should be remembered that
a student who enrolls in a baccalaureate degree program and leaves the institution after
two years without a degree, will be counted as failing to achieve his/her objectives.
Whereas, a student enrolled in an associate degree program who receives a degree will
have met his/her objectives. Yet, both students may have completed essentially the
same course work and performed at essentially the same level of competence. Generally,
a four-year institution does not give a formal degree for completing two years of study
while a two-year institution does, thus, comparisons between the two cohorts with respect
to ability and achievement shouid be made with caution.

Adttritiori/retention data in baccalaureate degree programs are based on full-time,
first-time and full-time, transfer students who entered in fall 1985, fall 1985, fall 1987, fall
1987, fall 1989 and fall 1980. In addition, data were collected on full-time, first-time and
full-time, transfer postsecondary opportunity students in baccalaureate Programs who
entered in fall 1985. Each cohort was divided into those who received a degree, thereby
achieving their baccalaureate educational objectives, and those who did not receive a
degree. Of those who did not receive a degree, the number still persisting/still enrolled
in the institution, either part-time or full-time, were reported. Degree recipients were also
reported in terms of the conventional four-year time frame, i.e. those graduating in less
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| METHODOLOGY (Continued)

than four years, those graduating within four years after admission and those graduating
later, during the fifth and sixth years. All data were collected as of the fall 1990 semester,

therefore, many students in the most recent cohorts will be reported as persisters still
enrolled.

It would be incorrect to infer that students who are no longer enrolled have
abandoned their educational objectives. They may or may not have abandoned their
original goals. All that is known for certain regarding the students who are no longer
enrolled is that, for reasons which we do not have, their relationship with the institution
has ceased. Again, a cautionary note, the reasons for leaving the institution may be
many and varied, e.g., financial, academic, abandonment of original objectives, illness,
desire to attend another institution, or any variety of personal and non-personal reasons.

Consequently, inferences made from the data regarding students no longer enrolled
should be made with caution.

Attrition/retention data in associate degree programs are based on full-time, first-
time and full-time, transfer students who entered in fall 1987, fall 1988 and fall 198S.
Additionally, data were collected on full-time, first-time and full-time, transfer
postsecondary opportunity students in associate Programs who entered in fall 1987. The
divisions of each cohort are similar but not identical to the divisions utilized for bacca-
laureate degree students. Consequently, the same cautionary notes apply. The major
difference in the case of the associate degree programs is that additional information is
provided regarding the number and distribution of students who transferred to ancther
college. This additional information was sought in the case of the associate degree

programs since many of these programs are designed to be university parallel programs
leading to transfer to another institution.

In interpreting the data for attrition in associate degree programs, it should be
noted that those students whose ultimate objective is to receive a baccalaureate degree
may, because of limitations on the transferability of credits and other factors, perceive it
to be in their best interest not to complete the associate degree prcgram. Consequently,
some students may not receive a formal award in a two-year program by prior design.
in this instance, therefore, attention should be given to the students who do not receive
an associate degree but do transfer to another college.
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ORGANIZATION OF THE ATTRITION/RETENTION TREND DATA

Attrition/retention trend tables summarize the data collected by the
attrition/retention surveys for full-time, first-time students enrolled in a SUNY
baccalaureate and a SUNY associate degree program. The trend iables allow attrition,
degree completicn and persistence data to be compared across the fourteen years of
survey administration. Trend tables permit historic analyses of attrition and retention
information by campus, by type of institution and on a SUNY-wide basis.

Baccalaureate and associate trend tables present data on groups of full-time, first-
time studeznts from the classas of fall 1977 through fall 1991. Both descriptive and
percentage data for degree and non-degree recipients are presented in a cumulative
format. Since the attrition/etention survey format and data collection procedures were
modified over the period of survey administration, two models have bsen developed to facilitate
the understanding and the interpretation of the trend data. The model for haccalaureate programs
immediately follows on page xii and the other one for associate programs can be found on page xiii.
£ach model contains information about the detail reported for the entering cohort, as well
as source documentation, reporting years and times.

DEGREE RECIP!ENT DATA - At the baccalaureate level, the column labeled "WITHIN
FOUR YEARS" includes degree data reported up to and during the summer of the fourth
year of school or before the fali of the fifth year. The columns reporting the remaining
degree data are followed by the word "PLUS" to underscore the fact that summer degree
recipients are included in the data. The column iabeled "FIVE YEARS PLUS" includes
degrees earned during the fifth year of school plus the summer of the fifth year. The
column lzbeled "SIX YEARS PLUS" includes degree data reported for the sixth year of
school plus the summer of the sixth year after enrollment.

At the associate level, the column labeled "WITHIN TWO YEARS" inchides degree
recipients reported up to and including the summer of the second year of school or
before the fall of the third year. The columns reporting the remaining degree data are
followed by the word "PLUS" to underscore the fact that summer degree recipients are
ircluded in the data. The column iabeied "THREE YEARS PLUS" includes degree data
reported for the third year of school plus the summer of the third year. The colu.nn
labeled "FOUR YEARS PLUS" includess degree data reported for the fourth year of school
plus the summer of the fourth year after enrollment. Degree data reported in the same
column are comparable across ali of the included years.

NON DEGREE RECIPIENT DATA - Persisters and those who left an institution without
a degree are reported as of the fall semester. Persisters in this study include those who
are still enrolled and have riot earned a degree. Continuous enrollment is not a condition
for persistence, thus, students who are no longer "stop-outs" are included in the
persistence data. Those who left an institution without a degree may return, or transfer

to another institution or enter the workforce. Attrition and retention comparisons of data
within the same column are possible.
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SUMMARY OF DATA

This is the ninth Attrition and Retention publication of the Central Office of
Institutional Research (see Appendix for Publications List). It reports the resuits of the
1991 Attrition/Retention Survey of the State University ¢f New York. This publication also
includes attrition and retention trend data for full-time, first-time baccalaureate and
associate students, as well as racial /ethnic detail for full-time, first-time students, including

opportunity students, entering a baccalaureate program in fall 1985 or an associate
program in fall 1987.

PART ONE - ATTRITION AND RETENTION DATA SUMMARY FOR
SUNY BACCALAUREATE STUDENTS

Part One presents baccalaureate information on the history of full-time, first-time
and full-time, transfer students entering in fall 1985 through fall 1990. In addition,
racial/ethnic detail are provided for first-time and transfer students entering in the fali 1985
semester and for postsecondary opportunity students enrolling for the first-time in fall
1985. Both headcount and percentage data are presented from a SUNY-wide
perspective, by institutional type and by institution as of the fall 1991 semester.

BACCALAUREATE GRADUATION RATES FOR FULL-TIME, FIRST-TIME STUDENTS

Table 92/833 indicates that 21,202 full-time, first-time students enrolled in a SUNY
Baccalaureate Degree Program in the fall of 1985 (Class of 1989). Six years after
admission, 55.69 percent (11,808 students) had earned a degree, 42.64 percent (9,040
students) had left an institution without a degree and 1.67 percent (354 students) were
still enrolled. As shown, during the sixth year, 2.37 percent of the stidents entering in fall
1985 earned a degree, consequently, the five-year SUNY completion rate is 53.32
percent. During the fifth year, 13.92 percent of the full-time, first-time students entering
in fall 1985 earned a degree, bringing the four-year graduation level to 39.4 percent. The
data demonstrate that over sixteen percent of SUNY fuil-time, first-time students complete
a baccalaureate degree program during the fifth and sixth years after enroliment. Clearly,
full-time, first-time students are taking longer to graduate than the traditional four years
for earning a baccalaureate degree.

Table 92/833 demonstrates also that SUNY baccalaureate graduation rates vary
by institutional type and by institution. In general, the Statutory Colleges have the highest
overall 4th, 5th and 6th year completion rates (75.21, 85.14 and 85.81 percents)
respectively, followed by the University Centers (42.79, 57.71 and 60.17 percents), and
the University Colleges (33.11, 46.71 and 49.16 percents). It must be remembered that
these percentages represent average graduation rates by SUNY institutional type and that
there are significant differences in the completion rates of SUNY institutions within an
institutional type. The graduation rates of full-time first-time students by individual SUNY
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campuses are available in Table 92/833.

BACCALAUREATE ATTRITION RATES FOR FULL-TIME, FIRST-TIME STUDENTS

The first, second, third and fourth year attrition rates for SUNY baccalaureate
institutions are indicated by the partial cohort data in Table 92/833. The attrition rate of
the fall 1990 cohort as of fall 1991 represents SUNY first-year attrition rate of 16.24
percent for full-time, first-time baccalaureate students. The drop-out rate after two years
is shown by the attrition rate of the 1989 entering cohort as of fall 1981. An attrition rate
of more than eleven percent during the second year increases the two-year attrition rate
to 27.55 percent. During the third year after enrolling, another 6.15 percent of the
entering cohort drop-out, bringing the cumulative third year attrition rate to 33.70 percent
as shown by the fall 1988 entering cohort. By the following fall, an additional 6.63 percent
of the cohort leaves an institution without a degree, raising the four-year attrition rate to
40.33 percent. While these figures are indicative of SUNY baccalaureate attrition rates,
it should be remembered that these data represent different cohorts at one point in time,
rather than one cohort over time.

Since graduation and attrition rates are inversely related, i.e., institutions that report
higher completion figures also report lower percentages of attrition. Thus, when SUNY
institutions are ranked from low to high on sixth-year attrition by institutional type, we find
that the Statutory Colleges (12.85 percent) have the lowest attrition, followed by the
University Centers (37.81 percent) and next, the University Colleges (49.33 percent).
SUNY institutions within an institutional type vary widely in their attrition and retention rates
and should be examined on an individual campus basis.

BACCALAUREATE GRADUATION BY RACIAL/ETHNIC GROUP, INCLUDING
POSTSECONDARY OPPORTUNITY STUDENTS

SUNY full-time, first-time baccalaureate graduation rates also differ by race and
ethnicity. The racial/ethnic distribution of attrition and retention data for full-time, first-time
students entering in the fall of 1985 are presented in Table 92/829 along with percentage
data by racial/ethnic group and by attrition/retention category. The aggregated data for
“All Baccalaureate Programs" does not include Empire State College and, therefore, the
figures are somewhat less than the aggregated data for the same group of students
presented above in Table 92/833. As shown, of the 21,160 students that enrolled in fall
1985, 17,567 (83.02 percent) are White (non-hispanic), 1,37€ students (6.50 percent) are
Black (non-hispanic), 616 students (2.91 percent) are reported as Hispanic, 761 of the
students (3.60 percent) are Asian/Pacific Islander, only 60 students (.28 percent) are
identified as American Indians or Alaskan Natives, one percent or 206 students have Non-

Resident Aliens status and the racial/ethnic identity of 2.71 percent of the cohort (574
students) is unknown.




As Table 92/829 indicates, the overall completion rate for full-time, first-time
students from this cohort is 55.78 percent. White (non-hispanic) and Asian/Pacific
Islander stuuents have higher than average graduation rates, 58.42 percent and 58.21
percent, respectively, while the remaining groups have lower graduation rates six years
after enroliment. Hispanic students from this cohort graduate at a rate of 39.45 percent,
Non-Resident Aliens have a 40.78 percent completion rate, Black (non-hispanic) students
earn a degree at a rate of 36.12 percent and 28.33 percent of the American Indians and
Alaskan Natives graduate with a baccalaureate degree. These data indicate that SUNY
completion rates differ by race and ethnicity for full-time, first-time students enrolled in a
baccalaureate degree program. The purpose of this study is to describe the completion
patterns of different racial/ethnic groups in response to NYS reporting requirements. It
is not an analysis of the reasons or causes for persistence versus attrition in NYS public
higher education. The literature suggests many factors that could influence student
persistence patterns at four-year institutions that were simply beyond the scope of this
study. In part'~ dar, research on the role of student involvement in campus life, academic
and social integration, student intentions to persist and quality of student, faculty and staff
efforts could add to our understanding of persistence. This study, however, does provide
a valuable description of persistence in SUNY four-year institutions.

Further characterization of the racial/ethnic distribution and graduatior .atterns of
SUNY baccalaureate students enrolled in a postsecondary opportunity program is
presented in Table 92/830. As shown, there were 1,772 full-time, first-time students
enrolled in an opportunity program in fall 1985. Six years later, 563 students (31.77%)
earned a degree, 1,153 students (65.07%) left an institution without a degree and 56
students (3.16%) were still enrolled. Black (non-hispanic) students comprise nearly 42
percent of the full-time, first-time opportunity cohort, followed by White (non-hispanic)
students (31.25 percent), Hispanic students (16.25 percent), Asian and Pacific Islander

students (8.92 percent), with the remaining groups contributing less than one percent to
the total cohort size.

The racial/ethnic distribution of the completion data from Table 92/830 indicate that
Asian/Pacific Islander opportunity students graduate at a rate of 39.24 percent after six
years, the percentage of Hispanic opportunity students who complete a degree is 30.56%,
while 33.21% of the White (non-hispanic) opportunity students earn a degree and 30.70%
of the Black (non-hispanic) students from this cohort graduate. The data illustrate that
the completion rates are lower for opportunity students than for all full-time, first-time
students from the 1985 entering cohort. However, there are greater differences in the
completion rates of opportunity students and all students from the White (non-hispanic)
group (25.21 percent) and Asian and Pacific-Islander group (19 percent). While Black
(non-hispanic) and Hispanic opportunity students graduate at rates that are more closely
related to the completion rates of all full-time, first-time Black and Hispanic students,
5.42% and 8.88%, respectively.

These percentages reflect the average of all SUNY baccalaureate degree programs
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and conceal the range of completion rates by race and ethnicity for individual SUNY
campuses. If such information is desired, then further examination of the graduation rates
by race and ethnicity presented in Tables 92/829 and 92/830 is recommended.

GRADUATION DATA FOR SUNY BACCALAUREATE TRANSFER STUDENTS

As shown in Table 92/835, the degree completion rate of full-time, transfer
baccalaureate students from the fall 1985 entering cohort is 65.05 percent as of fall 1991.
As expected, baccalaureate students transfeiring at the upper division level have the
higher degree completion rate, 71.89 percent, while lower division transfers have a 57.95
percent degree completion rate six years after enrollment. Further examination of the
cohort entering in fall 1985 indicates that most upper division students graduate within two
and t1ree years after enrollment. As displayed, 46.43 percent of the entering cohort earn
a deygree within two years and an additional 19.93 percent graduate during the third year.
This means that sixty-four percent of the upper division graduates earn a degree within

two years and approximately ninety-two percent complete a degree program three years
after entering a SUNY institution.

At the lower division, transfers are more likely to earn a degree three and four
years after enrollment. As shown by the cohort entering in fall 1985, 53.15 percent of the
entering cohort earn a degree within four years and 38.86 percent graduate within three
years. This means that approximately sixty-seven percent of the graduates from the lower
division earn a degree within three years and over ninety percent earn a degree within
four years after admission. These percentages represent the average graduation rates
for full-time, transfer students in a SUNY Baccalaureate Program. Transfer graduation

rates differ at individual SUNY campuses as further examination of Table 92/835 will
reveal.

BACCALAUREATE TRANSFER GRADUATION DATA BY RACIAL/ETHNIC GROUP

Table 92/852 presents the baccalaureate transfer data by race and ethnicity,
separately for upper and lower division transfer students enrolling in the State University
during the fall 1985 semester. At both levels, White (non-hispanic) comprise the large
majority of transfer students, i.e., 86.5 percent of the upper division and 82.28 of the
lower division transfers. Black (non-hispanic) students constitute only 4.2 and 4.5
percents of the upper and lower division transfers, while the remaining racial/ethnic
groups comprise less than 2.5 percent of the cohort at each transfer level. In general,
full-time, transfer students have higher completion rates than full-time, first-time students
and this observation is reliable when race and ethnicity are considered. The completion
rates for transfer students at both the upper and lower divisions are higher than are the
graduation rates for first-time students for all of the racial/ethnic groups included in this
study.
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As shown, upper division transfers have an overall completion rate of 72.59 percent
which is approximately seventeen percent higher than the 55.78 percent rate for first-time
students. The graduation rate for lower division transfer students (58.16 percent) is within
2.5 percentage points of the first-time completion rate (55.78 percent) and the
racial/ethnic distribution of degrees awarded also is similar, particularly for the
racial/ethnic groups that are larger in size. At the lower division level, White (non-
hispanic) and Asians/Pacific Islanders have higher than average completion rates and
Black (non-hispanic) and Hispanic students have lower than average completion rates,
similar to the data patterns reported for the first-time cohort. However, at the upper
division, when first-time and transfer graduation rates are compared, Black (non-hispanic)
and Hispanic transfers have the largest positive differences in graduation percentages.
There is a 26 percent difference between the first-time and upper division transfer
completion rates of Black students and a 21.73 percent difference for Hispanic students.
Differences in the completion rates for White (non-hispanic) first-time and transfer students
is seventeen percent which decreases to nine percent for Asian/Pacific Islanders.

Caution must be used when interpreting these data because of the small numbers
of minority students representing Hispanic, Asian and Pacific Islander, American Indian
and Alaskan Native and Non-Resident transfer students. In addition, these percentages
depict average transfer completion rates for all SUNY Baccalaureate campuses. Inter-
institutional and intra-institutional graduation rates vary widely and may be found in the
remainder of Table 92/852.

PART TWO - ATTRITION AND RETENTION DATA SUMMARY FOR
SUNY ASSOCIATE STUDENTS

Part Two presents attrition and retention information for full-time, first-time and full-
time, transfer students in an associate degree program entering the State University in
fall 1987, fall 1988 and fall 1989 as of fall 1991. Data for postsecondary opportunity
students are included in the attrition and retention tables for associate programs and are
reported separately for full-time, first-time opportunity students by race and ethnicity for
students entering in the fall 1987 semester. In addition, racial/ethnic detail are included
for the first-time students enrolling in fall 1987. Ali tables present both descriptive and
percentage data from a SUNY-wide perspective, by institutional type and by institution as
of the fall 1991 semester.
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GRADUATION, PERSISTENCE AND ATTRITION RATES FOR FULL-TIME, FIRST-TIME
ASSOCIATE STUDENTS

As shown in Table 92/834, there were 36,788 full-time first-time students enrolled
in a SUNY associate degree program in the fall of 1987 (Class of 1983). An examination
of the graduation data indicates that 13,360 of the students (36.32 percent) earn an
associate degree after four years and that 16.18 percent of the original cohort or more
than forty-four percent of the degree recipients transfer to another institution. Since the
data are reported as of fall 1891, the cohort entering in fall 1988 may be used to estimate
the three-year SUNY associate graduation rate and likewise, students entering in fall 1989
indicate the compiletion rate within * vo years. As shown, 32.97 percent of the entering
cohort earn a degree three years after enrolling and 18.66 percent graduate within two
years. Nearly sixteen percent of SUNY full-time, first-time students complete an associate
degree program during the third and fourth years after enrolling. The data demonstrate
that full-time, first-time students are taking longer than the traditional two years to earn an
associate degree.

The extended persistence patterns also reflect that the two-year associate time
frame is a phenomenon of the past. As shown, 28.79 percent of the full-time, first-time
students are still enrolled after two years, more than ten percent of the entering cohort

are still enrolled after three and roughly five pe:cent continue enrollment four years after
entry.

The associate attrition rate for the Class of 1989 as of fall 1381 is 58.28 percent
and 17.83 percent of the original cohort or nearly thirty-one percent of those who left the
University without a degree transfer to another institution. The second and third year
attrition rates for SUNY associate students are indicated by the partial cohort data
presented in Table 92/834. As shown by the cohort entering in fall 1989, the SUNY
attrition rate after two years is 52.63 percent. Approximately four percent of the entering
cohort leaves an institution without a degree during the third year after enroliment,
increasing the cumulative atirition to 56.70 percent, as indicated by the fall 1988 entering
cohort. An additional one percent of the entering cohort drops-cut during the fourth year,
raising the overall attrition rate to 58.28 after four years.

Caution should be exercised when interpreting the transfer status of students who
graduate and who leave an institution without a degree because most institutions provide
estimates for these data. It is also important to remember that the data presented above
portray different cohorts at one point in time, rather than one cohort over time. In
addition, percentages reflect average rates across all SUNY institutions offering an
associate degree program. Significant differences remain in the completion and

persistence patterns of individual institutions within the SUNY System which are presented
also in Table 92/834.




ASSOCIATE GRADUATION BY RACIAL/ETHNIC GROUP, INCLUDING
POSTSECONDARY OPPORTUNITY STUDENTS

The racial/ethnic distribution of attrition and retention data for full-time, first-time
students entering a SUNY Associate Degree Program in fall 1587 are presented in Table
92/837, along with percentage data by racial/ethnic group, as well as by attrition and
retention categories. The aggregated data for "All Associate Programs" does not include
Empire State College and, therefore, the figures are slightly less than the aggregated data
for the same group of students presented above in Table 92/834. As shown, of the
36,783 students that enrolied in fall 1987, 31,317 (85.14 percent) are White (non-hispanic),
2,104 students (5.72 percent) are Black (non-hispanic), 941 students (2.56 percent} are
reported as Hispanic, 439 of the students (1.19 percent) are Asian/Pacific Islander, less
than one percent of the students are identified as American Indians or Alaskan Natives

(129 students) and as Non-Resident Aliens (352 students) and the racial/ethnic identity
of 4.08 percent of the cohort is unknown.

As shown, 36.32 percent of the students entering in fall 1987 (13,360 students)
earn an associate degree within four years. White (non-hispanic) and Asian/Pacific
Islander students have higher than average graduation rates, 38.46 percent and 38.95
percent, respectively, while the remaining groups with larger numbers of students, have
lower graduation rates four years after enroliment. The completion rate for Hispanic
students from this cohort is 24.87 percent and Black (non-hispanic) students graduate at
a rate of 18.77 percent. Non-Resident Aliens have a reported completion rate of 38.07
percent and, apparently, 28.68 percent of the American Indians and Alaskan indians earn
an associate degree. Since the number of students is small for the later two groups,
caution should be used when interpreting these graduation percentages. These data
indicate that SUNY completion rates differ by race and ethnicity for full-time, first-time
students enrolled in an associate degree program. The purpose of this study is to
describe tive completion patterns of different racial/ethnic groups in response to NYS
reporting requirements. It is not an analysis of the reasons or causes for persistence
versus attrition in NYS public higher education. The literature suggests many other
factors that could influence student persistence patterns at two-year institutions that were
simpy beyond the scope of this study. In particular, research on the role of student
educational objectives, academic and social integration, student intentions to persist and
quality of student, faculty and staff efforts could add to our understanding of persistence.

This study, however, does provide a valuable description of persistence in SUNY
institutions offering an associate degree.

Further characterization of the racial/ethnic distribution and graduation patterns of
SUNY associate students enrolled in a postsecondary oppoitunity program is presented
in Table 92/838. As shown, there were 1,393 full-time, first-time students enrolled in an
opportunity program in fall 1987. White (non-hispanic) students comprise 52.98 percent
of the students from this group, followed by Black (non-hispanic) students (27.21
percent), Hispanic students (11.34 percent), Asian and Pacific Islanders (4.67 percent)
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with the remaining groups contributing less than one percent to the total cohort size.

The overall completion rate of full-time, first-time opportunity students entering in
fall 1987 is 22.25 percent after four years. Students reported as White (non-hispanic), and
Asian and Pacific Islander earn a higher number of degrees, i.e., 24.93 and 26.15
percents, respectively, while Black {(non-hispanic) and Hispanic students earn a lower
number of degrees {19.26 and 18.35 percents, respectively). The data illustrate that the
completion rates are lower for opportunity students than for all students from this cohort
with the exception of Black (non-hispanic) opportunity students. The completion pattern
for this group are slightly higher than the graduation rates of all Black (non-hispanic) full-
time, first-time associate students from the 1987 entering cohort. A comparison of the
completion rates of full-time, first-time opportunity students with full-time, first-time
students indicates a negative difference of 13.53 percent in the graduation rates of White
(non-hispanic) students, a negative 12.8 percent difference for Asian/Pacific Islander
students and a negative 6.52 percent difference for Hispanic students.

These percentages refiect the average of all SUNY associate degree programs and
conceal the range of completion patterns by race and ethnicity for individual SUNY
institutions. If such information is desired, then further examination of the graduation data
presented in Tables 92/837 and 92/838 is recommended.

GRADUATION DATA FOR SUNY ASSOCIATE TRANSFER STUDENTS

As Table 92/836 indicates, 5,243 full-time, transfer students entered a SUNY
Associate Degree Pragram in fall 1987. Four years after aagmission, 45.95 percent (2,409
students) from the entering cohort earned a degree and nearly 35 percent of the
graduates or 16.12 percent of the original cohort transfer to another institution. The three-
year completion rate may be estimated by the number of students graduating from the
fall 1988 cohort and the number of degree recipients from the fall 1889 cohort
approximates the SUNY two-year associate graduation rate for full-time, transfer students.
As shown, the degree completion after three years is 44.01 percent with 33 percent of the
degree recipients or 14.58 percent of the entering cohort, transferring to another
institution. The two-year graduation rate is 33.17 percent with 32.7 percent of the
graduates or 10.85 percent of the original cohort, transferring to another institution. While
the majority of associate programs are completed by transfer students within the second
year after enroliment, the data show that another almost nine percent of the full-time,
transfer students graduate during the third and fourth years after enrollment.

Caution is needed when interpreting these data since several cohorts were
examined at one point in time to estimate the completion rates of one cohort at several
points in time. A further caveat of the data is that most SUNY institutions provided
estimates for the transfer status of graduates reported above and thus, the percentages
may underestimate or exaggerate the actual number of students who transfer after
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graduation. In addition, the transfer graduation rates are averaged across all associate

programs within the SUNY system and differ for individual campuses as further
examination of Table 92/836 will demonstrate.

PART THREE - SUMMARY OF BACCALAUREATE GRADUATION
TRENDS

Part Three includes attrition and retention trend information for full-time, first-time
students in a SUNY Baccalaureate Degree Program entering in fall 1973 (Class of 1977)
through fall 1987 (Class of 1991). Both descriptive and percentage data are presented
in a cumulative format from a SUNY-wide perspective, by institutional type and by
institution. For a complete description of the trend table format and column headings see
the Organization of Attrition/Retention Trend Data on page xi of this Introduction and for
data source documentation see the Diagram of Baccalaureate Trend Data on page xii.

An examination of the history of baccalaureate degrees granted within four years
for full-time, first-time students indicates that, in general, the percentage of students who
earn a degree within the traditional period has declined. As shown in Table 92/861, the
four-year graduation rate for baccalaureate students has decreased by roughly nine
percent from 46.23 percent for the class of fall 1977 to 37.97 percent for the class of fall
19980. A review of the remaining degree data indicates that this decline has been offset
by an increase in the student completion rates five and six years after admission.

The number of full-time, first-time students graduating after five years has increased
from approximately eight percent during the early years to an average of fourteen percent
in the most recent years. During the sixth year after enrollment an additional two and
one-half percent of the students earn a baccalaureate degree. Thus, the trend data
indicate that the increases in the graduation rates during the fifth and six years more than
compensate for the decline in the traditional four-year period for earning a baccalaureate
degree. In fact, the trend data demonstrate an increase of almost five percent in the
overall SUNY baccalaureate graduation rate after six years.

it must be remembered that these graduation rates represent average completion
percentages for all full-time, first-time students enrolled in a baccalaureate program within

the SUNY system. Graduation rates differ for individual campuses and by institutional
types as further examination of Table 92/861 wiil reveal.
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PART FCUR - SUMMARY OF ASSOCIATE GRADUATION TRENDS

Part Four summarizes attrition and retention information for full-time, first-time
students enrolled in a SUNY Associate Degree Program entering in fall 1975, (Class of
1977), through fall 1989, (Class of 1981). Both headcount and percentage data are
presented in a cumulative format from a SUNY-wide perspective, by type of institution and
by institution. For a complete description of the trend table format and column headings
see the Organization of Attrition/Retention Trend Data on page xi of this Introduction and
for data source documentation see the Diagram of Associate Trend Data on page «iii.

A review of the history of associate degrees granted within two years for full-time,
first-time students indicates that the percentage of students who earn a degree within the
traditional period has declined. As shown in Table 92/862, there is a decrease of
approximately 19 percent in number of associate degrees earned within two years, from
37.70 percent for the Class of 1977 to 18.65 percent for the Class of 1991. An evaluation
of the remaining degree data indicates that during the third year after enrollment student
completion rates generally have increased, from approximately seven percent in the early
years to roughly 12.37 percent for the more recent classes. As shown, another three to
four percent of the students earn an associate degree during the fourth year. While there
has been growth in the number of associate degrees earned during the third and fourth
years of enroliment, in general, the trend data demonstrate a decline in the total number

of SUNY Associate Degrees earned by full-time, first-time students from the Classes of
1877 through 1991.

There are many reasons why a student may decide not to complete a degree
program that are beyond the scope of this study. The research indicates that the
student’s educational objectives and intentions to persist along with his/her integration
into the academic and social aspects of the institution, combine with pre-coliege
characteristics and employment status to influence persistence patterns at two-year
institutions. The purpose of this study, however, has been descriptive, and it provides a
valuable perspective on persistence patterns over time in SUNY two-year colleges.

it should be noted that graduation data presented above represents the average
completion rate for all full-time, first-time students enrolled in an associate program within
the SUNY system. Graduation rates differ for individual SUNY campuses as further
examination of Table 92/862 will demonstrate.
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PART ONE
1991 Attrition and Retention Tables for
Baccalaureate Degree Programs,

State University of New York
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